The Mind &
The Matter

Groundwork for the Philosophy of Mind:
Defining the Mental and the Physical.
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Establishing the Architecture of Reality

Before we can debate the philosophy of the mind,
we must answer one structural question about

the universe: What kind of ‘stuff’ is it made of?
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The Private Realm
of the Mind

Definition:

Events, states, and things that happen
exclusively within the human mind.

Key Attribute: Private

You can choose to tell other people
about a desire, but in principle, this stuff is
fundamentally internal and kept to yourself.
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The Observable
Mechanics of the
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Non-private, observable events
consisting of the movement of particles
and molecules through space.
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Key Attribute: Observable
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Unlike mental states, these processes
occur in the shared, external universe.
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The Mental Reality

The Collision of Two Realms

* The private, internal
emotional state
driving the action.

<

The Physical Reality

The Philosophical Catalyst: When you cry, an internal private

state triggers the movement of molecules in space. How do these

two completely different types of 'stuff’ interact?

* The observable
mechanics.

+ Eyeballs made up of
molecules in space.

» Tears coming out of
the tear ducts.
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Descartes’ Solution: Dualism

4 _ A fundamentally distinct,

private entity.
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Physical Stuf

The observable universe
of moving molecules.

Theory Definition

Dualism is the view that there are exactly two fundamental kinds of stuff in the
universe: mental stuff and physical stuff. They are entirely separate entities.

The Complication: While intuitive, treating the mind and body as completely different substances creates
severe logical problems regarding how they could ever interact to produce actions like crying.
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The Modern Alternative: Physicalism
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The mind is no longer a
separate phantom realm; it is a
feature of the observable
universe.
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Physicalism Does Not Deny the Mental

All Physical Stuff in the Universe

Observable Physical Events

A Crucial Nuance: (Erosion, Rock Slides, Clapping, Crying)

The physicalist view
does not claim that love,
fear, or imagination are

fake.
Mental States

(Love, Hate, Belief, X
Desire) According to the

physicalist, all of that
stuff is real—it is just a
subset of physical stuff,
existing right alongside
erosion and clapping
hands.
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If the Mental is Physical, Which Physical Stuff is it?

The Mechanism:

Is the mind just a certain
combination of crying, talking,
and other physical events?
Physicalism splits into several ;
distinct versions to answer “’“I ]
|

this question.

Behaviorism Functionalism
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The Ontological Diagnostic Matrix

Number of Substances

Dualism Physicalism

2 (Mental + Physical) 1 (Physical only -

A

Nature of the Mind

A distinct, private entity separate
from the observable universe |

Key Proponent / Era
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o " Descartes /[~ Modern alternative theories
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Variations

(None mapped in this module) Behavnorlsm |dentity Theory,

Functionalism
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The Blueprint of the Course
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The groundwork is laid. We now understand the difference between the private mental and the observable
physical. The rest of this course will explore the problems of Dualism and dive deep into the three branches of
Physicalism to solve the mystery of the mind.
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