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The Cartesian Divide

Descartes proposed that the universe consists of two fundamentally
different substances. The physical body takes up space, but the thinking
mind is private, immaterial, and hidden from the outside world.

The Mental
B S Consciousness
|
=l j‘ Non-extended
Intimately Private

The Physical

Extended in Space

Measurable

Mechanical
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Princess Elizabeth’s Objection

If the mind is entirely non-physical, and
the body is entirely physical, Kow can they
possibly interact? How does an immaterial
ghost move a physical machine?

| The Causal Problem |
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The Physicalist Pivot

To solve the interaction problem, Physicalism eliminates the mystery
entirely. It argues that everything in the universe—including human
thoughts, feelings, and consciousness—is simply made of physical stuff.
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Enter Behaviorism

Behaviorism answers the physicalist question by pointing outward. It claims the mind is
not an inner arena. Mental activity is strictly identical to outwardly observable physical
movements—flapping lips, moving limbs, and measurable sound waves.

BEHAVIOR




Two Opposing Theories of Mind

Where Dualism hides the mind in an unreachable spiritual realm,
Behaviorism drags it out into the harsh light of public observation.

Cartesian Dualism

Behaviorism

Core Substance Immaterial Spirit Physical Matter
Location of Mind Un-extended (Nowhere) | Extended in Space
Accessibility Intimately Private Outwardly Observable




The Crude Theory in Practice

1 \

The mind is not an inner
arena, it is outward act.

— David Armstrong on early behaviorism

1N

* \;\"»‘

ANGEH STRIKING SHOUTING + TURNING AWAY

In this initial version, mental states do not cause behavior; they are the behavior.
Anger is nothing more than the physical act of punching or yelling. Thought is
just the physical act of speaking.
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The Fatal Flaw

A clear counter-example
destroys the crude theory:

We all know it is possible to
experience a genuine, intense
mental process without
moving a single muscle.

If anger can exist without
punching, then anger is not
identical to punching.

/ Observable Behavior = ZERO

Mental State = RAGING ANGER
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The Missing Link:

Dispositions

To rescue the theory, Behaviorism
must introduce dispositional
properties.

A disposition is not an action; it is a
tendency, liability, or readiness to
behave in a very specific way under a
very specific set of circumstances.

Latent Potential
(Disposition)

| \ Mechanical Pin
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The Brittleness of Glass

A pane of glass is brittle right now,
even if it sits safely in a window
frame for a century and never
breaks. Brittleness is the disposition
to shatter if struck, not the actual
event of shattering.

The Disposition

BRITTLENESS EXISTS HERE.

THE ACT OF SHATTERING.
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Human Dispositions

Just like the glass, a person can be
highly excitable or angry all day

without ever exhibiting an outburst.

The disposition hums below the
surface, waiting for the right button
to be pushed.

The Disposition

EXCITABILITY EXISTS HERE.

THE ACT OF YELLING.
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+-
Sophisticated Behaviorism

Mental states are not behaviors; they are the readiness to behave.
To think without speaking is simply being disposed to speak if asked.
To be angry without punching is to be disposed to punch if provoked.

MEMTAL STATE =
DISPOSITION TO BEHAVE
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The Behaviorist Evolution

By shifting the definition of mind from an active physical event to a latent physical tendency,
Behaviorism maintains its physicalist roots while accommodating the reality of our silent, internal lives.

-

Mind = Outward Act Mind = Disposition to Act

Defeated by the silent V4 Immune to the
anger counter-example. N counter-example.
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|s the Mind Truly Private?

You might insist you aren’t jealous. But if you are
parked outside your ex’s house at 3 AM breathing
heavily, an outside observer watching your
behavior likely knows your mental state better
than you do.




The Observable Mind

Behaviorism strips away the
impenetrable privacy of the
soul. It suggests that to truly
understand the human mind,

we shouldn’t look inward.
We should watch carefully.
The truth of who we are is

written in how we move.

‘ Descartes’ Failure
| 4 (Total Privacy)
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Physicalism’s Crude Promise
(Literal Action)
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@ The Observer Knows.
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